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Enchanted Rock 
P a r k  O v e r v i e w

H i s t o r y :  E n c h a n t e d  R o c k  S t a t e  N a t u r a l  A r e a  c o n s i s t s  o f 

1 6 4 3 . 5  a c r e s  o n  B i g  S a n d y  C r e e k ,  n o r t h  o f  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  o n 

t h e  b o r d e r  b e t w e e n  G i l l e s p i e  a n d  L l a n o  C o u n t i e s .  I t  w a s  a c q u i r e d 

b y  w a r r a n t y  d e e d  i n  1 9 7 8  b y  t h e  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  o f  T e x a s , 

I n c . ,  f r o m  t h e  M o s s  f a m i l y .  T h e  s t a t e  a c q u i r e d  i t  i n  1 9 8 4 ,  a d d e d 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  r e o p e n e d  t h e  p a r k  i n  M a r c h  1 9 8 4 ,  b u t  h u m a n s 

h a v e  v i s i t e d  h e r e  f o r  o v e r  1 1 , 0 0 0  y e a r s .  E n c h a n t e d  R o c k  w a s 

d e s i g n a t e d  a  N a t i o n a l  N a t u r a l  L a n d m a r k  i n  1 9 7 0  a n d  w a s  p l a c e d 

o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  i n  1 9 8 4 .  T h e  R o c k 

i s  a  h u g e ,  p i n k  g r a n i t e  e x f o l i a t i o n  d o m e ,  t h a t  r i s e s  4 2 5  f e e t 

a b o v e  g r o u n d ,  1 8 2 5  f e e t  a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l ,  a n d  c o v e r s  6 4 0  a c r e s . 

I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  b a t h o l i t h s  ( u n d e r g r o u n d  r o c k  f o r m a t i o n 

u n c o v e r e d  b y  e r o s i o n )  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 

T o n k a w a  I n d i a n s  b e l i e v e d  g h o s t  f i r e s  f l i c k e r e d  a t  t h e  t o p ,  a n d 

t h e y  h e a r d  w e i r d  c r e a k i n g  a n d  g r o a n i n g ,  w h i c h  g e o l o g i s t s  n o w 

s a y  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  r o c k ’ s  h e a t i n g  b y  d a y  a n d  c o n t r a c t i n g  i n 

t h e  c o o l  n i g h t .  A  c o n q u i s t a d o r  c a p t u r e d  b y  t h e  T o n k a w a  d e s c r i b e d 

h o w  h e  e s c a p e d  b y  l o s i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  r o c k  a r e a ,  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o 

a n  I n d i a n  l e g e n d  o f  a  “ p a l e  m a n  s w a l l o w e d  b y  a  r o c k  a n d  r e b o r n 

a s  o n e  o f  t h e i r  o w n . ”  T h e  I n d i a n s  b e l i e v e d  h e  w o v e  e n c h a n t m e n t s 

o n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  r o c k  w o v e  t h e  s p e l l s . 

“ W h e n  I  w a s  s w a l l o w e d  b y  t h e  r o c k ,  I  j o i n e d  t h e  m a n y  s p i r i t s  w h o 

e n c h a n t  t h i s  p l a c e . ”  T h e  f i r s t  w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d  e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f 

t h i s  a r e a  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  u n t i l  1 7 2 3  w h e n  t h e  S p a n i s h  i n t e n s i f i e d 

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  c o l o n i z e  T e x a s .  D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - 1 7 0 0 s ,  t h e 

S p a n i a r d s  m a d e  s e v e r a l  t r i p s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  n o r t h w e s t  o f 

 S a n  A n t o n i o ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m i s s i o n  a n d  p r e s i d i o  o n  t h e  S a n 

S a b a  R i v e r  a n d  c a r r y i n g  o u t  l i m i t e d  m i n i n g  o n  H o n e y  C r e e k  

n e a r  t h e  L l a n o  R i v e r .

A c t i v i t i e s :  V i s i t o r s  c a n  e n j o y  p r i m i t i v e  b a c k p a c k i n g ,  c a m p i n g , 

h i k i n g ,  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  r o c k  c l i m b i n g ,  p i c n i c k i n g ,  g e o l o g i c a l 

s t u d y ,  b i r d  w a t c h i n g ,  a n d  s t a r  g a z i n g  ( m i n i m a l  l i g h t  p o l l u t i o n ) . 

R e m e m b e r ,  a t  E n c h a n t e d  R o c k  S t a t e  N a t u r a l  A r e a ,  d o  n o t  d i s t u r b 

p l a n t  o r  a n i m a l  l i f e ,  g e o l o g i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  o r  I n d i a n  o r  h i s t o r i c a l 

a r t i f a c t s .  T h e s e  p a r k  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  l a w !  B r i n g  y o u r 

o w n  f i r e w o o d .  R o c k  c l i m b e r s  m u s t  c h e c k  i n  a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .

E n c h a n t e d  R o c k 
T r a i l  P r o j e c t

N a t u r a l  F e a t u r e s
The four  major  plant 

communit ies of  Enchanted 
Rock are open oak woodland, 
mesquite grassland,  f loodplain, 
and granite rock community. 
L ive oak ,  post  oak ,  and 
blackjack oak dominate the 
oak woodland,  with black 
hickory in moister  areas. 
Common shrubs are Texas 
persimmon,  agari ta,  white 
brush,  and pr ickly  pear. 
Bluestem, three-awn,  and 
grama grass of ten are found 
in the shade of  the oaks, 
whi le American tr ipogon is 
more common on gravely 
s lopes which are seasonal ly 
wet .  The mesquite grassland, 
once an area of  bluestem, is 
now covered with three-awn, 
grama, Elm, pecan,  hackberry, 
b lack hickory,  soapberry, 
and oak character ize the 
f loodplains.  Common shrubs 
are white buckeye,  agar i ta, 
Texas persimmon,  Roosevelt 

 Please jo in the Fr iends 
of  Enchanted Rock for  t rai l 
bui ld ing projects at  Enchanted 
Rock State Natural  Area.  
The projects focus on the 
severely  eroded and impacted 
trai ls  at  the park .  Come out 
and help us rebui ld and restore 
these areas. 

Volunteers may be expected 
to:   Load and haul  rock ,  gravel , 
and sand,  work with hand tools , 
construct  steps,  retaining 
wal ls ,  water  breaks,  and check 
dams,  invest  your  sweat-equity 
in Enchanted Rock . 

Trained crew chiefs are 
present to direct  the volunteers 

and organize the work days. 

Large Groups:  Please let 
us know you’re coming by 
emai l ing us here.  We want to 
be ready for  you! 

When :  The trai l  bui ld ing 
work days are held on the 
3rd Saturday of  each month. 
No advance registrat ion is 
required. 

What To Do :  S imply show up 
at  the gazebo at  the star t  of 
the Summit Trai l  at  9:00 am 
on the designated work day. 
A crew chief  wi l l  be present 
to log you in at  that  t ime.  The 
volunteers general ly  work from 
9:00 am to 4:00pm, however, 
you can volunteer  as l i t t le  
turday nights only.

What To Bring :  To have a 
better  volunteer exper ience 
and protect  yourself  f rom the 
elements,  each indiv idual 
should br ing the fol lowing 
i tems:

sturdy footwear ( l ike hiking •	
boots) ,
work gloves for  your  hands,•	
sack lunch and water,•	
hat and sunscreen.•	

The Fr iends of  Enchanted 
Rock wi l l  provide al l  necessary 
hand tools  and equipment to 
per form the volunteer work , 
plus a por table radio and f i rst 
aid ki t  for  emergencies.

A r e a  M a p

E n t r a n c e  F e e s :
$ 5  p e r  d a y ,  p e r  p e r s o n  1 3  a n d  o l d e r  f r o m  O c t o b e r - A p r i l 

$ 7  p e r  d a y ,  p e r  p e r s o n  1 3  a n d  o l d e r  f r o m  M a y - S e p t e m b e r 

G r o u p  S c h o o l - S p o n s o r e d  T r i p  e n t r a n c e  f e e  p e r  p e r s o n :  $ 1  -  $ 5 

C o n t a c t  t h e  P a r k  t o  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a n d  f o r  p r i c i n g .

Directions:  The park is  18 miles 
nor th of  Fredericksburg on Ranch 
Road 965,  or  f rom Llano,  take State 
Highway 16 for  14 miles south and 
then go west  on Ranch Road 965. 

F a c i l i t i e s :  F a c i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  r e s t r o o m s  w i t h  s h o w e r s ;  w a l k -

i n  w a t e r  s i t e s  ( 2 5  t o  1 0 0  y a r d s )  w i t h  t e n t  p a d s ,  p i c n i c  t a b l e s , 

f i r e  r i n g s ,  a n d  w a t e r  a n d  r e s t r o o m s  w i t h  s h o w e r s  n e a r b y ;  h i k e -

i n  p r i m i t i v e  s i t e s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h r e e  u n i q u e  a r e a s  w i t h  c o m p o s t i n g 

t o i l e t s  ( b a c k p a c k  c a m p i n g  i n  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a s  o n l y ) ;  p i c n i c  s i t e s 

f o r  d a y - u s e  w i t h  t a b l e s  a n d  g r i l l s ;  a  g r o u p  p i c n i c  a r e a  w i t h  a 

p a v i l i o n  a n d  r e s t r o o m s ;  a  4 - m i l e  t r a i l  f o r  b a c k p a c k i n g / d a y  h i k i n g 

t h a t  w i n d s  a r o u n d  t h e  g r a n i t e  f o r m a t i o n s ;  a  s h o r t ,  s t e e p  t r a i l 

l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  E n c h a n t e d  R o c k  ( f o o t  t r a f f i c  o n l y ) ;  a n 

i n t e r p r e t i v e  c e n t e r ;  a n d  a  T e x a s  S t a t e  P a r k  S t o r e .  N o  f a c i l i t i e s 

a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v e h i c u l a r  c a m p i n g  o f  a n y  t y p e . 

weed,  and buttonbush.  Grasses 
and sedges,  as wel l  as annual 
and perennial  herbs,  form 
the ground cover.  Some of 
these are water  bentgrass, 
late eupator ium, In the spr ing 
bluebonnets,  Indian paintbrush, 
yel low coreopsis ,  b ladderpod, 
and basin bel l f lower bloom.

Both rock and fox squirrels 
are common, as are armadi l los, 
rabbits ,  and other  smal l 
animals.  L izards and turkey 
vultures are conspicuous 
on and above the rock year -
round.  White- tai led deer are 
f requently  observed,  and the 
park’s  bird l i fe  is  var ied and 
abundant.

S t a t e  P a r k


